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Archaeological remains at Lius.
The ancient site of Lixus

The archaeological remains of
Lixus are situated on the
banks of the River Loukkos,
approximately 3.5 km east of
Larache, on a site which must
have held great appeal thanks to its elevated position overlooking the estuary
and the surrounding fertile lands. The first occupation of the Lixus promontory
was led by the Phoenicians in the 7th century BC. It then fell successively to
Punic, Mauritanian and Roman rule, until the town was consolidated as a fish
processing centre with a flourishing trade. It clearly enjoyed great importance
during the Classical period. Strabo situates in Lixus the legendary Garden of
the Hesperides, the setting for Hercules’s adventures: this tradition is echoed
in the natural merits of the place and its strategic and military importance. During
the Middle Ages, when it was known as Tachoumos, it entered a period of
decline and was gradually abandoned in favour of the present-day site of Larache.

The medina up to the 16t century

The 15th-century kasbah. There is no precise information about the origin of the
present-day site of Larache but it is thought to have been an unimportant settlement
during the Middle Ages. Its position gained influence following the first expansions,
initially of trade and then military, by the Spanish and Portuguese. During the
13th and 14th centuries it traded with Genoa and Venice in Italy, and with the
kingdoms of Castile and Aragon. At the end of the 15th century, the king of Fez
fortified the town and stationed a permanent garrison there in response to the
occupation of the Atlantic coast by Iberian fleets. Larache came to play a leading
role in the defence strategy against Christian interests and proved to be unassailable
as a base for the disrupting activities led by Moorish corsairs. Throughout the
16th century the European empires turned increasingly to the Atlantic to pursue
their trade and military expansion, enhancing the position of Larache.

1. Kasbah Gate. During the 15th and 16th centuries this was one of the main
gateways connecting the town, port and Fort Lagbibat. It lost its original elbow-
shaped layout when alterations were conducted to improve the relationship
between the old Citadel Street and the expansion of the medina towards the
Small Souk. Built entirely from brick, the exterior displays a pointed horseshoe
arch with multifoil decoration and an ornate Moorish frame or alfiz, adorned
with panels of sebka, carved brickwork in an interwoven lozenge design. The
gate culminates in a frieze with a herringbone pattern surmounted by crenellation.
The entrance to the citadel includes a fountain and a platform, nowadays used
as a butcher’s shop, not unlike the one near the Anouar Mosque at the other
end of Al-Kashba Street. It has been restored on several occasions since the
Spanish Protectorate, and most recently by the Regional Government of Andalusia.

2. Makhzen Esplanade and Jewish Tower. The esplanade is situated at the entrance
to the old Fez road beyond the now demolished Stable Gate. Together with the
Kasbah Gate, it defines Al-Kashba Street, the principal artery through the old medina.
Originally surround by walls, it was the parade ground for the 15th-century fortified
palace and during the Spanish occupation of the 17th century it was attached to
the governor’s house and gardens. Despite the demolition of the barbican, the Makhzen
esplanade still boasts a unique feature of the defence system of the late 15th century:
Jewish Tower. This stone-built, square-plan fortress tower is an imposing structure
which looks down from its elevated position on to the Loukkos estuary.

3. Remains of the fortified wall around the kasbah and Jbiel battlements. This
rammed earth wall with its eleven semicircular or square-plan towers defended
the town from Portuguese raids from the late 15th century until well into the
16th century. It is still difficult even today to clearly perceive the original layout
due to its adaptation to the topography and the interference of the houses and
other buildings. In addition to Jewish Tower and the citadel gate, the Jbiel
battlements, which display two of the semicircular towers, shed light on the
early fortified system which encircled an area of 1.9 hectares and constrained
the town's expansion until the 17th century.

4. Anouar Square and the Anouar Mosque. The east end of Citadel Street opens
on to Anour Square, a type of forecourt for the Makhzen Esplanade. Recently renovated,
this traditional little square is dominated at one end by a small porticoed platform
and the Anouar Mosque, illustrating the relationship between the religious and civic
domains. The mosque, which has recently been rebuilt, occupies a site long associated
with religion. During the 15th and 16th centuries it served as a mosque, in the 17th
century it became a cemetery and Christian monastery, and finally it returned to
its original use which it has retained to this day. The building comprises a nave
and two aisles subdivided into three sections with an adjoining octagonal minaret.

5. Sidi Abdelkrim Mausoleum. Sidi Abdelkrim Hachkouri Sahraoui lived during
the reign of Sultan Moulay Abderrahman Ibn Hicham (1822-1859). He settled
in Larache in 1852 and lived there until he passed away. The pasha Ali Ben
Mohamed Aztout ordered his tomb to be built next to the Anouar Mosque.
It is a square-plan structure with a small minaret and a dome with geometrical
patterns.

6. Lagbibat Castle (Castle of the Cupolas). Following the battle of the Three
Kings in 1578, Sultan Ahmad al-Mansur al-Dahabi ordered the extension and
consolidation of the fort at the mouth of the river and the construction of Laqaliq
Castle (also known as Storks Castle). Both defence structures reveal the influence
of the Italian 16th-century school of fortification, of which they are two fine
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Map of Larache in the 16th century.

examples. Lagbibat Castle is square-plan with a parade ground at the centre
and bastions at all four corners. It looks down on the mouth of the River Loukkos
at the north-west end of the medina.

7. Laqaliq Castle (Storks Castle). This is the second of the magnificent examples
of Renaissance military architecture to be found in Larache. It was built at the
same time and under the same premises as Lagbibat Castle, probably by an
Italian military engineer who had been taken prisoner. The castle adopts the
form of an equilateral triangle and used to have imposing bastions at each angle
until one was lost. It defended the road to Fez and was the institutional and
representative centre of the medina until the 16¢h century.

8. Entraide National Headquarters. Probably built during the 18th century, this
construction is part of a bourgeois dwelling and boasts characteristic features
of the traditional Moroccan house: elbow-shaped entrance, central courtyard,
living room opening on to the courtyard and traditional wall tiles. The courtyard
was originally uncovered.

9. Dar Sekka, former mint. Sultan Sidi Mohamed Ben Abdallah (1757-1790) took
it on himself to turn Larache into one of the main military and economic ports
in Morocco. He ordered the construction of this mint to facilitate trade. The portal
of the building is set within a flat-arched opening with two pilasters and is surmounted
by a triangular pediment. Adorning the centre is the scallop shell associated with
St James, a frequent decorative motif in the medina. This type of door can also
be found in the 18th-century architecture of Essaouira.

The medina in the 17t century

The effects of piracy on Spain’s trading interests
led the crown to seek a way to consolidate a
presence on Morocco’s Atlantic coast. Eventually,
in 1610, Sultan Saadi Muhammad al-Sayj and
King Philip IIl agreed the transfer of Larache to
Spain, which under the new authority completed
its defence system with a project by Bautista
Antonelli. This encompassed the old kasbah and
its outlying areas and connected the Saadi fortresses,
Larache in an engraving from the 17th century. deﬁnjng an urban perimeter that would take three

hundred years to fill up. The Spanish military
settlement proved to be unsustainable and in 1689 was lost following the siege by
Sultan Moulay Ismail of the Alawi dynasty. Under the new regent, Larache became
a military port of the Moroccan Empire, retaining this status until well into the
19th century. The sultan and his successors equipped the town with military and
other infrastructures to encourage its repopulation and economic activity.

10. Church of St Joseph. The presence of the Franciscan Order in Larache dates
from the 17th century. St Joseph’s Mission Church was built in 1901 as the
legacy of the 19th-century Spanish Catholic mission. Brother Francisco Sierra
adopted the Neo-Gothic style for his design of this small monastic complex
which includes a single-nave church, a bell-tower and the remaining facilities

31. Luis Vives School. 32. Our Lady of the Angels School.

in a two-storey construction built around a galleried courtyard. Although now
in an advanced state of decay, the fa_ade and bell-tower remain an imposing
presence within the urban landscape of the medina.

11. Port Gate. Mentioned in the map drawn up by Fran_ois Voarte de Acosta
in 1616, this gate provided access to Larache’s port and waterfront. It was probably
built in the 17th century, at the same time as Bautista Antonelli’s wall. Simple
in design, with a semicircular arch, the gate is typical of 17th-century military
architecture in Larache. The other gates were renovated and altered during the
Spanish Protectorate at the beginning of the 20th century.

12. Customs Gate (Bab Diwana). The decision to build this gate to control
port activity dates from Sultan Moulay Hassan’s visit to Larache in 1889. It
is a reflection of the trading importance of the port of Larache in the late 19th
and early 20th centuries. It was renovated in 1989.

13. Inscription from the 17th century. The Spanish governor completed the protective
wall around the town near the river and port, as indicated in this inscription. “By
the Grace of God, These Lands Were Won By Order of the Marquis of La Ynojosa
in 1610, During the Reign of Philip The Third, and This Wall Was Made in 1618
During the Governorship of Field Marshal Pedro Rodriguez D. Santistevan.”

14. Small Souk. The most important
public space in the Larache medina was
built during the final third of the 17th
century. Its design is contemporaneous
with the one drawn up by the French
engineer Théodore Cornut for Essaouira,
and there are clear parallels between
the two as planned public spaces. This
space was superimposed on the
military structure that connected the
kasbah to St Anthony's (Lagbibat)
Castle and incorporates infrastructures
in keeping with its public and commercial character: the Great Mosque, a fondac
or inn for merchants near the country entrance to the medina, and a public fountain
next to the kasbah gate.
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View of the Small Souk.

15. Great Mosque and adjacent Madrasah. The Great Mosque, which occupies
the site of an earlier mosque, was built at the same time as the Small Souk under
orders from Sidi Mohammed ibn Abdallah to provide the town with the
infrastructures it lacked and a representative space in which to re-establish the
town’s Muslim identity. The interdependence of commercial and religious spaces
is a fundamental feature of Islamic towns and cities, and in the case of Larache
responds to a planned, deliberate operation. The mosque and madrasab (school)
complex is situated at the heart of the urban fabric and despite its discreet external
appearance occupies a surface area of over 1,000 square metres.

16. Fondouk Zeljou Madrasah. The fondacs are inns for traders and their goods.
In this case the functional criteria were complemented by a significant compositional
contribution to the urban project of the Small Souk as the building defines one
end of the silk market and supports its commercial functions. Despite successive
transformations, its typological characteristics have remained intact, with a large
central courtyard surrounded by two floors of rooms accessed via galleries.
Following the construction of other fondacs on the outskirts of the town in
the late 19th century, this one fell into disuse and was turned in a madrasabh,
a function it fulfilled until the building was abandoned.

17. Diwan Fougqi Battlements and Diwan Sofli Battlements. The spaces adjacent
to the Small Souk were occupied by homes for the military and the sultan’s
staff. Such is the case of these battlements, which were built on the former site
of the 17th-century Spanish garrisons. The etymology of the word Diwan indicates
spaces to accommodate the authorities, the extension of the souk as an urban
centre and a characteristic urban morphology of covered battlements.

18. Tarrafine Battlements and Haddadine Battlements. The defence systems were
completed during the Spanish occupation of the 17th century, by which time the
town had expanded beyond the confines of the citadel. The new wall on the land
side of the town, designed in 1612 by the engineer Bautista Antonelli, adopts
the precepts of irregular fortification, placing the emphasis on strategic and
topographical considerations rather than geometry. These battlements, remains
of the wall walk between the ramparts and the town, are the legacy of that section
of the wall and even today provide an idea of the imposing strength of the bastions.

34. Riad Hotel. 35. Central Market.

19. Medina Gate. The gate on the land side of Larache was situated at the centre
of the Bautista Antonelli wall, providing access to the parade ground that would
subsequently be turned into the Small Souk. It originally stood behind a protective
ravelin, which was demolished at the beginning of the 20th century for the
construction of Spain Square. The present-day gate, which dates from that time,
was designed by José Larrucea who turned it into the focal point of the square
and a nexus between the traditional medina and the modern town.

20. Muslim, Jewish and Christian Cemeteries. Larache has cemeteries for the
three communities, corresponding to the medieval, modern and contemporary
periods and reflecting the town’s open attitude towards Europe and the peaceful
co-existence between the three religions. These are the oldest cemeteries in the
town and contain the tomb of the Belgian consul Emmanuel Clarembaux, killed
in Larache in the late 19th-century. At the time, the town was an important
port and numerous countries had a diplomatic presence there.

21. Sidi Bougnadel Battery. During the 18th century Larache was not only an
important trading and maritime centre but also a strategic military base for
Morocco. Following the failure of the French expedition in 17635, its naval and
artillery corps numbered 1,500 men and the town boasted a variety of defence
batteries, as evidenced by the ruins that can still be seen among the rocks. The
name Sidi Bougnadel contains the word Qandil (lamp), a reference to the man
in charge of guiding the boats with a torch.

22. Fort St James. In the 17th century the Spanish built numerous defence structures
for Larache. Following his appointment as governor in 1614, Pedro Rodriguez
de Santisteban reinforced the moat and built the ramparts between St Mary’s
Castle and St Anthony’s Castle, and, next to the latter, St James’s Redoubt. The
fort adopts a rectangular plan and it is still possible to discern traces of former
batteries which, often bombed, were constantly being rebuilt.

23. Magazine. Situated near the Mesbahia Mosque are the remains of the magazine
built by the Spanish during the 17th century. Nowadays the structure has been
absorbed into the urban fabric and because of its hermetic appearance the locals
have adopted the name “El Hajra” (The Stone) for the whole neighbourhood.

The Spanish district

The declaration of the Spanish Protectorate in Morocco in 1912 was preceded
by the military occupation of Larache in 1911, and from that point on the town
began to undergo demographic pressure to expand beyond the walls. In keeping
with practices in mainland Spain during the second half of the 19th century, the
Spanish engineers in Morocco applied the ensanche (urban expansion area) model
of growth. The principal exponent of this system in Morocco is the city of Tetouan.
In Larache, it took the form of radial development branching out from the elliptical
Spain Square, opposite the medina gate. The roads from Nador, Alcazar and Rabat
which previously converged at the 17th-century walls had already been consolidated
by a certain degree of haphazard growth at an earlier date and by various military
constructions on the outskirts of the town, and they were therefore respected as
far as possible to serve as arteries for the new expansion area.

24. Town Hall. Originally the seat of the Directorate of Public Works and Mines,
the present-day town hall was designed by José Larrucea in 1928. The edifice
is a corner building and its facade is skilfully resolved by using an arcade as
well as openings, eaves courses and typical decoration to alleviate the weighty
appearance of the volume.

25. Church of Our Lady of the Pillar. The church opened in 1931 and is an example
of Rationalist architecture adapted to the Moroccan environment. Designed by
Rafael Bergamin and Luis Blanco Soler and modified by José Larrucea, it establishes
a skilful dialogue between a traditional Latin-cross plan, a formal purity in its
interior composition, a volumetric design based on Cubism and arabesque decorative
motifs such as the interwoven lozenge patterns known as sebka.

26. Post Office. Built in 1928, the Post Office is attributed to Andrés Galmés
Nadal because of its characteristic formal references. It combines traditional
and modern building and decorative elements in an overall design inspired by
the Art Deco style, which is accentuated by the chamfered corner tower with
panels of sebka interspersed between pilasters.

27. Garden of the Hesperides. Laid in the 1920s to fill in the moat around Storks
Castle, this garden takes its name from the legend that situates the original Garden

42. Command Headquarters.
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Spain Square, present-day Liberation Square. 1942.

of the Hesperides near ancient Lixus. The main entrance is guarded by two lions
imported from Italy during the reign of Sultan Moulay Abdelaziz, at the precise
date of his removal from power (1908). The lions were stored at the port until
the garden, which has considerable botanical merit, was completed.

28. Early 20th-century dwellings on Mohammed V Avenue. Queen Victoria Avenue
was the principal access route into Larache and soon acquired great dignity.
Not only were handsome religious and government buildings erected along the
avenue but also this group of detached houses designed during the 1920s, chiefly
by Andrés Galmés and José Larrucea. The houses reflect the various stylistic
positions adopted for construction projects in Morocco, oscillating between
Neo-Arabic and the European trends of the day.

29. Court of First Instance. This building dates from the 1940s and is an example
of the Spanish functionalist architecture of the period.

30. Protected Youth Building. This former residence for army officers is an example
of 1940s Neo-Arabic architecture combined with classical references. The military
facilities in Larache were often large-scale operations and originally were located
on the outskirts of the town. The buildings respond to tried-and-tested functional
designs complemented by a decorative repertoire.

31. Luis Vives School. Originally the Military Board of Education, this building
was constructed between 1941 and 1948 and provides a clear example of functionalist
architecture, distinguished by the treatment of the main facade and the interior space.

32. Our Lady of the Angels School. This school is attributed to José Larrucea
because of the recurrent themes in his work that it displays. The combination
of rationalist elements and local details lend the building a slightly Art Deco
note, while its freestanding position within its own grounds highlights the purity
of the volumes, interrupted only by small recesses which were probably originally
conceived in different colours.

33. Bus Station. This project by the architects Al-Hassan Homman Al-Oudyé
and Hermenegildo Bracons was built in 1957. It is a symbol of the co-existence
between the Moroccans and Spanish at the time of Moroccan independence
and a reflection of the new generation. The bus station adopts a highly characteristic
plan in the shape of a comb and originally boasted two decorative fountains.

34. Riad Hotel. This mansion in its own gardens was originally owned by the
Duke of Orleans-Guisa, a member of the blood line to the throne of France,
who took up residence in Larache in 1909. Isabelle of Orleans was a frequent
visitor to the town and eventually moved there permanently after the death of
her husband in 1940. A few years later her son, the Count of Paris, sold the
property which nowadays accommodates the Riad Hotel.

35. Central Market. Built between 1925
and 1928 according to a design by Andrés
Galmés Nadal, this was one of the major
public works undertaken in Larache during
the Spanish Protectorate, not so much

19. Medina Gate.

43. Liberation Square. 44, Spanish Consulate.

because of its scale but rather because of the building’s prominent presence in the
urban fabric of the Spanish district. Its representative, spatial and functional qualities
are complemented by the meticulous use of the Neo-Nasrid idiom. The market
was renovated by the Spanish Aid Agency and the Regional Government of Andalusia.

36. Imam Malek School. This Spanish school was designed in 1918 by the architect
José Monasterio. It is developed around a large central space and a plan articulated
via axes of symmetry. Alterations were conducted in 1990, leading to the extension
of the two wings and the demolition of the building at the rear end of the courtyard.

37. Municipal Slaughterhouse. Built in T917, this was one of the first public
constructions in Larache during the Protectorate and its original use has survived
to this day. The building is also one of the few examples of Art Nouveau architecture
in the Lucus region. Due to its predominantly functional nature there are very
few but stylistic devices, but where these appear they are exceptional, as in the
case of the ceramic borders on the fagade.

38. Spanish cemetery. This dates from the period of the Protectorate. Situated on
a cliff overlooking the sea, the cemetery provides an idea of the Spanish civil and
military population resident in the town of Larache at the time. It is also the burial
ground of the French poet and dramatist Jean Genet (1910-1986), who moved to
Larache in 1974 and lived in a house not far from where his remains now lie.

39. Atlantic Balcony. This space was embellished during the 1940s and is nowadays
an emblematic part of the town much frequented by the people of Larache.
Its position overlooking the Atlantic affords views of a thousand and one sunsets.

40. Tower Garden. Laid during the period of the Protectorate, the garden occupies
the area between the kasbah wall and the old road that ran between Stable
Gate (Bab R’oua) and the port.

41. Former Railway Station. This building displays the Neo-Arabic style practised
by the military engineers during the first architectural period of the Protectorate.
In an almost cosmetic operation that seeks integration, it combines functionality
and a meticulous stylisation of the vernacular references.

42. Command Headquarters. This is situated in an area historically associated
with the government of the town: namely, on the house and gardens of the
governor during the Spanish occupation of the 17th century and, probably, also
on the site of the 15th-century fortified palace. Throughout its successive
transformations the building has reinforced its unique character but lost the
dialogue it once established with the immediate vicinity. Strongly inspired by
Nasrid architecture, especially noticeable in the profuse decoration, it is articulated
on two storeys around a covered courtyard and nowadays houses the Conservatory
of Music and the Larache office of the Ministry of Culture.

43. Liberation Square. The most important compositional project in the modern
town of Larache is the space once known as Spain Square. A nexus between the
medina and the radial-patterned Spanish district, it adopted an elliptical form to
encompass the boundaries of the old town defined by the 17th-century walls. Nowadays,
these provide a structural backdrop to a unified facade of housing, Block 0, which
displays a continuous arcade along the ground floor and embraces Medina Gate
at its central point. Situated on the Spanish district side are five important buildings
from the first period of Spanish colonial architecture, coinciding with the first half
of the 1920s, which range from austere eclecticism to the more elaborate Neo-
Arabic. The former Orient Hotel (nowadays, Cervantes Hotel), whose present-
day appearance is much altered, and the apartment building by José Gutiérrez
Lescura are both examples of the Neo-Arabic. Andrés Galmés Nadal is thought
to have designed the building that nowadays accommodates the Koutoubia Cafe,
which combines rationalist solutions such as the corner balcony with a liberal use
of arabesque imagery and coloured panels (now lost), in a shift towards the Art
Deco style. The apartment building which houses the Central Cafe and Spain Hotel,
the latter nowadays much altered, display a less figurative style of architecture.

44. Spanish Consulate. The Falangist Youth Centre, built in the early 1930s,
dominated the Marina ring road. Its rationalist lines are interrupted at the corner
by an entrance beneath a curved eaves course and the characteristic turret with
expressionist nuances. Its marked stylisation is in keeping with the fascist architectures
of the day and the symbolic association
of progress and industrial imagery. The
building nowadays houses the Spanish
Consulate and its appearance is virtually
unchanged.
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List of buildings

Kasbah Gate [D2]
Makhzen Esplanade and Jewish Tower [D2]

Remains of the fortified wall around the kasbah and Jbiel battlements [D2]

Anouar Square and the Anouar Mosque [D2]
Sidi Abdelkrim Mausoleum [D2]

Lagbibat Castle (Castle of the Cupolas) [C1]
Laqaliq Castle (Storks Castle) [D2]

Entraide National Headquarters [D2]

Dar Sekka, former mint [D2]

Church of St Joseph [D1]

Port Gate [D1]

Customs Gate (Bab Diwana) [D1]

Inscription from the 17th century [D1]

Small Souk [C2]

Great Mosque and adjacent Madrasah [C2]
Fondouk Zeljou Madrasah [C1]

Diwan Fougi Battlements and Diwan Sofli Battlements [C1]
Tarrafine Battlements and Haddadine Battlements [C2]
Medina Gate [C2]

Muslim, Jewish and Christian Cemeteries [D2]
Sidi Bougnadel Battery [C1]

Fort St James [C1]

Magazine [C1]

Town Hall [C2]

Church of Our Lady of the Pillar [C2]

Post Office [D2]

Garden of the Hesperides [D2]

Early 20th-century dwellings on Mohammed V Avenue [D3]
Court of First Instance [D4]

Protected Youth Building [B4]

Luis Vives School [B4]

Our Lady of the Angels School [C4]

Bus Station [C3]

Riad Hotel [C3]

Central Market [B2]

Imam Malek School [B2]

Municipal Slaughterhouse [A2]

Spanish cemetery [A3]

Atlantic Balcony [C2]

Tower Garden [D2]

Former Railway Station [D2]

Command Headquarters [D2]

Liberation Square [C2]

Spanish Consulate [C1]
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